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First and foremost golfers need to be aware that they are actually causing slow play. Often the complainers can be the worst culprits so here are the top ten reasons why slow play occurs and how to stop it from happening. It is not my intention to suggest that golfers start to rush their play as this does not help the physical or mental game. A common sense approach and good etiquette will ensure that you do not hold up play. REMEMBER: When it is your turn make sure you are ready to play your shot and fellow golfers are not waiting for you within your playing group or behind you.

1. The Lost Golf Ball! If you experience a lost ball here are 5 Golden Rules:

(i) If you wish to look for it only take a couple of minutes and allow the group behind to play through.

(ii) If you are playing a friendly forget the lost ball and drop another.

(iii) If you are playing by the rules then never spend more than a minute to look for it.

(iv) Do Not Ask fellow players to help unless you are certain there is time and that there is no group behind waiting.

(v) If the course is busy your playing partners should continue with their play not slow down play further by helping.

2. Use The Time needed to get to your next shot to make some of your playing decisions - i.e. club choice and yardage. Make sure you have a repeatable pre-shot routine as this will also help you to play more effectively and confidently.

3. Do Not Walk In Groups Chatting. Split up and walk to your own ball at a decent pace.

4. If You Are Talking Do Not Finish Your Conversation and then play your shot. Your shot always takes precedence you can continue your conversation after you have played.

5. On The Tee watch where your opponent's ball lands in case they lose sight of it. This will save time in looking for it later!

6. Out Of Bounds. If you are not sure where your ball has landed and it is possible it may be out of bounds or lost IMMEDIATELY hit a provisional so that you won't have to return and play it again. If you are playing a social round with a less stringent attention to the rules then drop a new ball somewhere near where your ball was lost.

7. Putting can cause a lot of wasted time so here are the Top Four Tips:

(i) Begin reading the green and lining up your putt as soon as you reach the green. Make sure you are ready to step up and take your putt. This will also really help with your confidence and commitment to the putt.

(ii) Once you have putted out do not stand around chatting or taking a practice putt unless no one is behind.

(iii) If golfers are waiting to come onto the green do not spend time returning your putter to your bag - sort it out on the next tee. 

(iv) Also do not start marking your scorecard on or near the green. Wait until you reach the next tee.

8. Walk At A Reasonable Pace. This will not only help the speed of play but your golf play as well because with a 'ready to play' attitude your posture and confidence will improve.

9. Try Playing 'Ready Golf' where the golfer who is ready and not the golfer who is furthest away plays first.

10. FINALLY use your common sense and be respectful that others are playing the golf course as well.
